[A case of Munchausen syndrome by proxy with digestive symptoms and severe growth retardation].
A case of Munchausen syndrome by proxy in an infant presenting with recurrent vomiting and severe failure to thrive is described. Only very few cases of this syndrome have been reported in the italian literature in comparison to those described in the Anglo-Saxon countries. The factitious symptoms and signs fabricated or induced by parents lead to unnecessary medical investigation, hospital admissions and treatment. The Authors emphasize the difficulties in reaching a diagnosis and the risks of this potentially very dangerous behaviour in terms of morbidity and mortality. Since only one third of parents recover following psychotherapy, the offending parent should be sometimes separated from the child and promptly reported and closely supervised by the legal Authorities. Bizarre and otherwise peculiar, unexplained symptoms should always suggest the possibility of the Munchausen syndrome by proxy.